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Obstetrics and the Newborn N A Beischer & E V Mackay pp 532 £8.50 Eastbourne: Saunders 1978 This is a first-rate book written originally in 1976 by two Australian obstetricians for medical students in their country; now a new edition has been prepared, with the help of Dr Jeremy Oates, to sell specifically in the United Kingdom. 'Obstetrics and the Newborn' is authorative, covering in 70 chapters all aspects of obstetrics and neonatal care, although many chapters are as short as three pages -an ideal format for intensive reading. There has been a good bridging to integrate the Australian and United Kingdom material, but on occasions this is not quite complete: for instance, the maternal mortality data is given for England and Wales while perinatal mortality data come from the States of Victoria and New South Wales.
The writing is accurate, words being carefully chosen so that the student will enjoy the directness of style. The text is liberally illustrated with photographic and line drawing illustrations which make their point, and a helpful feature is the flow charts which put over a lot of consequential data in a brief space. There is a 64-plate colour section, also available in slide form which could be of use to many teachers. I particularly commend the minute chapter on statistical methods which would teach the average student far more than many longer chapters in some textbooks, and the notes on passing examinations, which conclude the volume, will please most students.
Of the best undergraduate textbooks in obstetrics in the last decade, two have come from Australia. They may come from the other side of the world, but it is always good to read a book that is written by authors who not only know their subject but express themselves in pithy and wellchosen English. This book is right in many ways including the price, and is thoroughly recommended to teachers of undergraduates in all parts of the world so that they may pass this volume on to their students. GEOFFREY Attempts are made in its texts to try and draw some relationship between immunology and rheumatology. This, in particular, is seen in the chapter by Lambert and Casali, where emphasis is made of the possibility that circulating immune complexes may play an essential role in the de-velopment of vascular and glomerular lesions associated with rheumatic diseases and the possible relevance of insoluble immune complexes in relation to the occurrence of inflammatory lesions. The possible relevance of C3d and its relationship to rheumatoid activity is stressed, as is the more certain relationship between immune complexes and systemic lupus. Some emphasis is also made about anti-lymphocyte antibodies, particularly in relationship to SLE in the chapter by Bluestone. One cannot, however, escape the feeling that much of this book represents an immunological douche, and a lot of time is spent in arguing the minutiae of methodology which may be interesting but is probably of little relevance to the clinician.
HEDLEY BERRY

Consultant in Rheumatology & Rehabilitation King's College Hospital
Disposition of Toxic Drugs and Chemicals in Man, vol 2: Peripherally-acting drugs and common toxic chemicals. R C Baselt pp 281 £15.80 Chichester: John Wiley 1978 Volume I of this two-volume work dealt with the common centrally-acting drugs. The second volume covers antidiabetics, antihypertensives, antiinflammatory agents, cardiac drugs, decongestants, local anaesthetics, and muscle relaxants. The remaining sections are devoted to toxic anions (e.g. cyanide, oxalate), liquids and gases, metals and agricultural poisons (pesticides and herbicides). The format is identical to that adopted in Volume I in that for each substance the therapeutic or normal concentrations which have been measured in serum, plasma, blood or urine are cited. Where appropriate, information on the metabolism and elimination is presented and this is followed by data on toxic concentrations reported in fatal and nonfatal cases. Brief notes on published analytical procedures terminate each subsection. The book concludes with two tables formulated from the analytical data given in both volumes. The first table lists therapeutic or normal concentrations of drugs and commercial chemicals in blood, plasma or serum and the second table gives concentrations of the same substances in blood, plasma or serum and in liver which have been associated with toxicity in humans. Like the preceeding volume, the list of substances included is by no means exhaustive. Further, the reader should be aware that the information presented is not an adequate substitute for a comprehensive and critical literature search and that its inclusion does not necessarily seal its validity. However, as a convenient reference handbook the work has much to recommend it.
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